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David Crous Duran
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Project description
Project title

Communities of a Sustainable Europe (CoSE)

Website

www.destoerehoutman.nl; in future www.CoSE.network.eu

AWARDS 2011

Link 1:
http://www.overijssel.nl/thema's/milieu/energiepact/duurzaamdorp/

Additional
Information
Section

Description: more partners from Dutch province

State the name/slogan/title of
the project or programme,
under which your Sustainable
Energy Partnership will be
identified throughout the
Campaign (max 200 signs)

Please insert a maximum of 3
online links to provide the
Jury with additional
information on your project.
After inserting each link,
please describe the content
using a maximum of 5 words

Link 2: http://www.sustainableblacon.org.uk/
Description: new partner from UK

Link 3: http://www.measolle.com/
Description: new partner from France
City

Arnhem, the Netherlands and many more communities all over
Europe

Start date

01/12/2010

End date

01/01/2012

Project details
On sentence

Developing and strenghtening an European network of

Describe in one sentence
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description

sustainable communities (villages, urban neighborhoods) by
producing a manual about how communities all over Europe
can convert themselves towards energy-neutral communities

your project. Maximum 200
car

Summary

In the year 2000 the City of Arnhem had decided to buy (a
great part of) our private homes in one of the fourty 'most
deprived' neighborhoods of the Netherlands, demolish them
and replace them by new ones. We as home-owners did not
agree and founded our House-Owners Union 'De Stoere
Houtman'. We started to make our own plans, but now in cooperation with the City. The plans are focussed not only on the
improvement of the existing homes (old buildings) and the
development of new homes, but also on the development of an
energy-neutral system, both for our homes (e.g. well isolated
houses on renewable energy-sources, co-ownership of a
windmill, etc.) and for our transport (cycling, public transport,
electric car share system feeded by green sources).

Provide a general
description of the project,
outlining its global aim,
concrete objectives and
actions. Maximum 2200
car

Because we dared to mention Hydrogen (H2) as a possible
way to store our energy, De Stoere Houtman drawed the
attention of international community and soon became member
of the European Hydrogen Platform. During 2008-2010 De
Stoere Houtman participated in the EU-sponsored programme
PATH-to- RES (nr. EIE/07/068/SI2.466697) with authorities of
Dunkirk, Gdansk, Gothenborg, Lochem and Valencia. This
PATH-programme provided us a roadmap towards 2020 and
2050 to realize our ambitions (the 10 Stoere Houtman
Statements). And this PATH-programme also inspired us
(because the PATH-partners had no contacts at all with
communities of residents) for the establishment of an European
network of 'Communities of a Sustainable Europe (CoSE)',
explicitely runned by residents
Participants in the CoSE-network were met by looking around
on Google, by PATH-contacts and by personal visits. CoSE
counts now six participants, namely the village of Ashton Hayes
in UK, the small town of Beckerich in Luxemburg, the village of
Nebusice near Prague (Czech Republic), the village of Jabuka
near Belgrade in Serbia, an urban neighborhood in the small
town of Reda near Gdansk in Poland and the urban
neighborhood of De Stoere Houtman in Arnhem, the
Netherlands. Some communities, like Ashton Hayes and
Beckerich have very developed and executed plans, while
other communities, like Jabuka, Nebusice and Reda have
strong ambitions and while De Stoere Houtman is somewhere
in-between!
The interest of De Stoere Houtman for CoSE is establishing a
sustainable community within a sustainable Europe, by learning
from others and by exchanging experiences with others. An
important step for De Stoere Houtman will be the development
of the new houses with an energy-neutral system, designed
and constructed by the future residents, with help of an
European Architecture Competition.
Because 'our' local and regional authorities did not show very
much attention yet for our bottom-up approach and for cofinancing, we were not able yet to draw the attention of the EU.
Therefor we are glad that we have now received support of the
Dutch Minister of Infrastructure and Environment to produce a
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manual for CoSE.
Because the production of this manual with guidelines, 'roadmaps', and inspiring practices of conversion towards energyneutral communities will also provide the development of the
CoSE-network (the growth with new members - more than 10
new members for example only in the Netherlands are
expecting shortly to apply; the intensification of exchange of
dreams, expertise and good practices; recognition by the EU
and other authorities; the improvement of its public relations
towards other communities in Europe) is the production of a
CoSE-Manual, that provides guidelines, 'road-maps' and
inspiring examples of conversion towards energy-neutral
communities.
So, this CoSE-Manual can now be produced, thanks to this
grant of the Dutch Minister of Infrastructure and Environment
and thanks to an additional grant by De Stoere Houtman itself
(the last contribution is for the participatory involvement of the
membership of De Stoere Houtman in the production process
of the CoSE-Manual).
For the production of the CoSE-Manual we are now able to hire
expertise of the same agency, that helped us before with a
feasibility-study for an energy-neutral system in our own
neighborhood. With a standard questionary we will visit the
other five communities and formulate with them the answers.
We will help the three 'new' communities of Jabuka, Nebusice
and Reda by attending two community-evenings: the first to
inform them what happens elsewhere AND to make them
dream about - and to make an inventory of the options for their
plan and the next evening to prioritise the options into an
outline for the own community-plan. Besides two 'partnersworkshops' are foreseen, one at De Stoere Houtman in
Arnhem (NL) in April, immediately after the SEE-event in
Brussels and one in Beckerich in Autumn 2011 to launch the
Manual, including the interactive website. Meanwhile the
bottom-up CoSE-approach is disseminated (for this it is quite
helpful that Jaap Huurman very recently got the assignment for
the program-leadership of 'Sustainable Villages' in the Dutch
Province of Overijssel). Therefor we hope to contact other
European networks, like the Council of Europe of local and
regional authorities.

The coming text is written in Reda where Jaap Huurman was
received by a delegation of the Reda-partner and by the Mayor
very warmly last Saturdaynight. Yesterday he paid a visit to the
neighborhood, called Bethlehem, where families walked with
him from house to house, visiting new friends, which they had
never visited before!
This evening and Tuesday-evening we will have Communitymeetings to make a start with designing an Action-Plan for
‘Sustainable Bethlehem’ and dividing tasks.
Moreover, Jaap Huurman will have meetings these days with
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the Polytechnic University of Gdansk, with an Environmental
NGO (one of the staff members live in Bethlehem!) and with the
Vojvodship. A new development is namely that the Province of
Overijssel is willing to co-operate with other Regions (with the
help of ‘its own’ (Saxion-)University and Provincial
Environmental NGO) on facilitating local communities with
making their sustainability plans and use therefore also cooperations between universities (students do small
examinations and studies for the local communities and
students exchange).
Jaap Huurman will briefly present the Overijssel Energy
Policies and the CoSE-network this Thursday at the Seminar of
the Pomorskie Vojvodship in Gdansk, ‘National Renewable
Action Plan – implementing local and regional energy actions
for achieving the EU RES Directive’
The Province is planning to participate in the EU Open Days
with several regions, 11-13 October 2011 where the CoSEmanual will be presented.
Already in this Sustainable Energy Europe Week the Province
wants to present its Sustainable Energy Program ‘ Energy Pact’
including the sub-program of ‘Sustainable Villages’ with the
‘winner’ of last year, Hoonhorst. More information about this
provincial program you find on
http://www.overijssel.nl/thema's/milieu/energiepact/duurzaamdorp/
Other latest developments are:

Expected and/or
achieved
results/deliverables

-

When visiting Ashton Hayes (UK) also another British
initiative was visited: Sustainable Blacon, a ‘deprived’
neighborhood (like De Stoere Houtman) in Chester
which is enthusiast to join the CoSE-network:
http://www.sustainableblacon.org.uk/

-

By incident (a friend of a friend on a birthday-party!)
Jaap Huurman heart about an initiative in France,
http://www.measolle.com/, and the appointment is
already made with the friend to visit this French
community together and invite them for CoSE.

-

Next month the partner in Serbia will be visited.

-

The CoSE-meeting in Holland, 14-17 April, will be
combined with the participation of several CoSEpartners in the Clean Energy Market of Overijssel for
new community-initiatives on Saturday 16 April in
Deventer. Among them will anyway be Beckerich and
Ashton Hayes.

Achieved:
- the production of a PATH-Roadmap,
-the establishment of friendship with five other communities in
the CoSE-network and
- support of the Minister of Infrastructure and Environment for
the production of a CoSE-Manual
Expected:
- closer contacts between the partners and intensifications of
exchanges of inspirations in the CoSE-network in 2011,
- a CoSE-Manual, including an interactive website, based on
concrete experiences, in Autumn 2011
- new members for CoSE, meanwhile

Please describe the main
expected results of your
project and milestones with
implementation dates.
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- improvement of our public relation towards all communities in
Europe and
- recognition by the EU and other authorities.
Beneficiaries

Main Category

the residents of our communities and the total European
Community

Please describe the direct
beneficiaries of your
project (eg. Individual
consumers, education,
industry, commerce,
agriculture, manufacturers,
housing companies, etc.)
Please indicate the main
category of your project
(Awards Competition).

Communicating
Consuming
Learning
Living
Producing
Travelling
Communicating: Projects that raise awareness about energy and which aim at
changing perceptions and behaviour.
Consuming: Projects, activities or services designed to help reduce energy
consumption both for private consumers, public authorities and private
corporations.
Learning: Projects designed to enhance knowledge and skills related to
energy efficiency and renewable energy. ·
Living: Projects that aim to make buildings more energy-efficient or that
incorporate the on-site generation of renewable energy.
Producing: Projects directly related to renewable energy production or the
manufacture of energy-efficient products.
Travelling: Projects related to transport, whether of people or goods, that focus
on energy-efficiency or the use of renewable energy sources.

Sub Category

Project keywords

Please indicate the subcategory of your project.

Communicating
Consuming
Learning
Living
Producing
Travelling
Active house

New buildings

Alternative fuels

Old buildings

Appliances

Passive house

Biofuel

Power generation

Biomass

Power grid

Buildings/Construction

Public buildings

Certification

Renewable energy

Commercial buildings

Residential buildings

Energy advice

Retrofitting

Energy efficiency

Rural areas

Geothermal

Solar/Sun

Heating/Cooling

Sustainable transport

Hydropower/Water

Telecommunications

Lighting

Tourism

Please indicate from the
following list, the Main
Keywords that best reflects
the context of your project.
(Tick all that apply)

5/9

Mobility

Wind

Coordination

Main Coordinator

Name

De Stoere Houtman, house-owners association in former labour
neighborhood

Organisation
type

NGO

Country

the Netherlands

City

Arnhem

Website

www.destoerehoutman.nl

Partners

Name

the Minister of Infrastructure and Environment

Country

the Netherlands

City

The Hague

Website

www.rijksoverheid.nl

Name

AgentschapNL

Country

the Netherlands

City

Utrecht

Website

www.agentschapnl.nl

Name

Ashton Hayes Going Carbon Neutral in Ashton Hayes Parish

Country

United Kingdom

City

Chester

Please indicate the main
organisation responsible for
the implementation of the
programme or project.

Please indicate below other
organisations involved in the
realisation of this programme
or project.
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Website

www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk

Name

Beckerich, en route vers l'autonomie énergétique

Country

Luxemburg

City

Beckerich

Website

www.beckerich.nl

Contact information

Main Contact

Title

Mr.

Lastname

Huurman

Firstname

Jaap

Function

president of house-owners association

Tel

+31.26.3629962 / +31.6.24240111

E-mail

jaaphuurman@hotmail.com

Please indicate the contact
details of the person making
this application. The same
person should also sign and
return the Partnership
Declaration form.

Organisation
Organisation
name

De Stoere Houtman

Organisation
type

NGO

Address line1

De Houtmanstraat 18

Address line2
Post code

6826PJ

City

Arnhem

Country

the Netherlands

Website

www.destoerehoutman.nl
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Financial Sources

Total budget

67000

Please provide an overview
of the financing of your
project.

Budget source 1

61900 (AgentschapNL-SMOM-projectnumber SMM1021019)

92 % of the budget

Budget source 2

5100 (decided by membership-meeting on 9 November, 2010)

8 % of the budget

Budget source 3

% of the budget

Budget source 4

% of the budget

Various Information

How did you get information to apply to the Sustainable Energy Europe
Partnership?
Direct contact with Campaign Partnership Desk
Media (Newspapers, TV, Radio)
Online professional or social network (LinkedIn, Facebook, etc)
Recommandation from colleague or friend
Conference / Meeting / presentation of the Campaign
Internet
Other (please specify)
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